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" Earnestly desirous of spiritual friendship, I am
at pains to address to your sanctity the poor letters
of my littleness, both that I may renew the pact
of our ancient intimacy and that I may commend
myself to your most sacred prayers. And if ac-
cording to the Apostle the prayer of one just man
availeth much, how much more the prayers of
a most holy congregation in Christ, the inter-
cessions of whose peaceful concord daily at the
canonical hours are believed to reach heaven, while
the secret prayer of each single one beyond doubt
reaches to the ears of the omnipotent God.
Wherefore with all humility of entreaty, so far
as my request may avail with your piety, I com-
mend myself both to the united prayer of all and
to the individual prayer of each \ that by the
prayers of your sanctity, freed from the chain of
my sins, I may with you, my dearest friends, enter
the gates of life.

tf O most noble progeny of holy fathers, suc-
cessors of their honour and their venerable life,
and inhabiters of their most beautiful places, follow
the footsteps of your fathers; that from these
most beautiful habitations you may attain by the
gift of God to a portion in the eternal blessedness
of those that begat you, to the beauty of the
kingdom of heaven.

" Learn to know God and to obey His precepts,
Himself saying to you' If thou wilt enter into life,
keep the Commandments'. Therefore the reading
of the Holy Scriptures is necessary, for in them
each may learn what he must follow and what
avoid. Let the light of learning dwell among
you, and give light through you to other churches,